
 
 

Eye on the Right: Immigration 

May 8 – May 14 
 

Polling & Data 
 

Rasmussen Reports: 38 Percent Of American Adults Believe Legal Immigration Should Decrease Even If 

Border Is Secure. From Rasmussen Reports: 

 

A new Rasmussen Reports national telephone survey finds that just 26% of American Adults think the number 

of immigrants allowed to enter the country legally should be increased if the government actually secures the 

border and prevents illegal immigration. But 38% believe the government should decrease the level of legal 

immigration if the border is really secured, while 24% feel the level should be left unchanged. Eleven percent 

(11%) are not sure. [Rasmussen Reports, 5/14/13] 

 

Rasmussen Reports: 53 Percent Of American Adults Think The United States Should Treat All Potential 

Immigrants Equally. From Rasmussen Reports: 

 

Most Americans think the United States should welcome legal immigrants from around the world but believe 

those from countries with terrorist ties should be eyed more closely. They also think the United States should 

give preference to immigrants who are good for the economy.   

 

A new Rasmussen Reports national telephone survey finds that 53% of American Adults think the United 

States should treat all potential immigrants equally in thinking about immigration policy. But 29% feel the 

United States should allow more immigrants from some countries than from others.  Eighteen percent (18%) 

are not sure. [Rasmussen Reports, 5/13/13] 

 

Rasmussen Reports: 50 Percent Of American Adults Believe That Most Immigrants Are Pursuing The 

American Dream. From Rasmussen Reports: 

 

Most U.S. voters have a favorable opinion of immigrants who come to this country in pursuit of the American 

Dream, but only half think immigrants to this country have that goal in mind. A new Rasmussen Reports 

national telephone survey finds that 50% of Likely U.S. Voters believe most immigrants work hard, support 

their families and pursue the American Dream. Only 24% disagree, but just as many (26%) are not sure. 

[Rasmussen Reports, 5/10/13] 

 

Rasmussen Reports: 56 Percent Of American Adults Think There Are More Undocumented Immigrants Than 

Legal Immigrants In America In A Typical Year. From Rasmussen Reports: 

 

A new Rasmussen Reports national telephone survey finds that 56% of American Adults believe there are 

more illegal immigrants than legal immigrants in a typical year. Only 14% think there are more legal 

immigrants coming in. But 30% are not sure. [Rasmussen Reports, 5/9/13] 

 

Rasmussen Reports: 52 Percent Of American Adults Think Immigration Reform Won’t Pass This Year. From 

Rasmussen Reports: 

 

Voters aren’t overly optimistic that Congress will pass an overhaul of the nation’s immigration laws this year.  

A new Rasmussen Reports national telephone survey finds that 38% of Likely U.S. Voters think it’s at least 

somewhat likely that the House and Senate will pass comprehensive immigration reform legislation and it will 

be signed into law by President Obama this year. But 52% consider that unlikely. This includes just eight 

http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/current_events/immigration/may_2013/if_border_is_secured_38_still_want_to_decrease_legal_immigration
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/current_events/immigration/may_2013/81_think_immigrants_from_countries_with_terrorist_ties_should_be_screened_more_closely
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/current_events/immigration/may_2013/50_think_most_immigrants_are_pursuing_the_american_dream
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/current_events/immigration/may_2013/56_think_illegals_outnumber_legal_immigrants_each_year


percent (8%) who say major immigration reform is Very Likely this year and 15% who say it’s Not At All 

Likely. Ten percent (10%) are not sure. [Rasmussen Reports, 5/8/13] 

 

Pew Research Center: Over 75 Percent Of Americans Say Immigration Policy Needs Major Changes. From the 

Pew Research Center: 

 

Americans overwhelmingly say the nation’s immigration policy is in need of sweeping changes. Overall, 75% 

say immigration policy needs at least major changes, with 35% saying it needs to be “completely rebuilt”—

among the highest of seven policy areas tested. 

 

Yet the broad public agreement that immigration policy should be revamped is not matched by consensus on 

how to deal with illegal and legal immigration. 

 

The latest national survey by the Pew Research Center, conducted May 1-5 among 1,504 adults, finds that 

73% say there should be a way for illegal immigrants already in the United States who meet certain 

requirements to stay here. But fewer than half (44%) favor allowing those here illegally to apply for U.S. 

citizenship, while 25% think permanent legal status is more appropriate. [Pew Research Center, 5/9/13] 

 

GOP & Congress 
 

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) Filed Amendment To Ban Path To Citizenship In Immigration Reform Bill. From the 

Huffington Post: 

 

Among the 300 amendments to the Senate immigration bill is one that would take away one of its central 

purposes: giving a pathway to citizenship to the 11 million undocumented immigrants currently living in the 

United States. 

 

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), an almost certain "no" vote on the bill from the so-called gang of eight, filed an 

amendment on Tuesday to ban anyone who has been in the U.S. without status from becoming a citizen at any 

point. [Huffington Post, 5/8/13] 

 

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) Announced He Would Pull Support From Immigration Bill If LGBT Provisions 

Were Added. From the Huffington Post: 

 

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) said on Monday that he would pull support from his own immigration reform 

bill if his fellow Judiciary Committee members voted to include LGBT provisions. 

 

The immigration legislation put forward by the bipartisan "gang of eight" doesn't address the problems faced 

by binational same-sex couples, who under the Defense of Marriage Act cannot petition for green cards for 

their foreign national partners. 

 

Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), chairman of the Judiciary Committee, introduced amendments to the gang of eight 

bill that would give same-sex couples equal treatment to heterosexual ones under immigration law. 

 

But Republicans in the gang of eight, including Graham, have cautioned that such a move would kill the bill. 

In January, when the group first unveiled its broad framework for immigration reform, Graham said LGBT 

provisions would be a non-starter for Republicans. [Huffington Post, 5/13/13] 

 

 

Around The Country 
 

 

 

 

http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/current_events/immigration/may_2013/only_38_think_immigration_reform_law_even_somewhat_likely_to_pass_this_year
http://www.people-press.org/2013/05/09/most-say-immigration-policy-needs-big-changes/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/05/08/ted-cruz-immigration_n_3238085.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/05/13/lindsey-graham-immigration-amendment_n_3268239.html


National 
 

Heritage Foundation’s Jason Richwine Resigned After Controversial Comments Surfaced. From Politico: 

 

The Heritage Foundation announced the resignation Friday of senior policy analyst Jason Richwine, co-author 

of a controversial report critical of the Senate’s immigration reform bill. After Heritage issued the report this 

week, news articles pointed out that Richwine had argued in his Harvard dissertation that there was a long-

standing difference between the IQ of white Americans and immigrants. 

 

Heritage had said earlier that those views were not those of the foundation. 

 

Friday afternoon’s announcement was part of an urgent damage control effort by the giant conservative think 

tank, which has come under unaccustomed criticism for the immigration report. 

 

Heritage said in a statement: “Jason Richwine let us know he’s decided to resign from his position. He’s no 

longer employed by Heritage. It is our long-standing policy not to discuss internal personnel matters.” 

[Politico, 5/10/13] 

 

Mark Zuckerberg’s Pro-Immigration Group, FWD.us, Lost Support From Elon Musk And David Sacks After 

Group Funded Pro-Keystone XL Pipeline TV Ads. From The Washington Post: 

 

It has been only a month since Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook’s co-founder and chief executive, pulled together 

an impressive roster of tech executives to advocate for immigration reform through FWD.us, a nonprofit 

lobbying organization. 

 

But the group is already losing some of its star power. 

 

Some environmental groups are complaining that FWD.us has funded television ads supporting politicians 

who back construction of the Keystone XL oil pipeline and proposals to drill for oil in the Arctic National 

Wildlife Refuge. The ads do not mention immigration reform but support politicians who may be able to help 

ease immigration proposals through the Senate. 

 

Tesla and PayPal co-founder Elon Musk and Yammer chief executive David Sacks withdrew support from the 

group Friday. 

 

Tesla spokeswoman Shanna Hendriks confirmed that Musk has left the group but did not elaborate on why. 

FWD.us confirmed that two supporters, including Musk, had left the group but did not confirm Sacks’s 

departure. Yammer, a social-media company owned by Microsoft, did not respond to a request for comment, 

but Sacks’s name has been removed from the advocacy group’s Web site. [The Washington Post, 5/13/13] 

 

California 

 
Rumor About Immigration Agents Rounding Up Immigrants Causes Panic In Central California. From the 

Associated Press: 

 

The rumor spread like wildfire via phone calls, text messages and social media postings and has persisted now 

for more than three weeks: Immigration agents are rounding up unauthorized workers in Central California 

farming communities. 

 

In Madera, Dinuba, Reedley and parts of Fresno, streets emptied out, soccer games were cancelled and usually 

bustling businesses saw few customers. Area farmers say their employees are scared, with some not coming to 

work. Children are missing school. 

 

http://www.politico.com/story/2013/05/heritage-immigration-expert-quits-91194.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/technology/facebook-chief-zuckerbergs-immigration-reform-group-faces-backlash/2013/05/13/fd430778-bbe5-11e2-97d4-a479289a31f9_story.html?utm_source=feedly


The disruption has become so widespread and unrelenting that local law enforcement and business leaders 

took the unusual step of holding a news conference Friday to try to reassure the community that no raids have 

occurred. 

 

“Every week we’re getting dozens of calls from workers who are afraid because they say they heard that others 

were stopped on the side of the highway and hauled away,” said Manuel Cunha, Jr., president of the Nisei 

Farmers League, the group that represents growers in the San Joaquin Valley. 

 

Cunha organized the news conference, which included a representative from the Mexican consulate as well as 

other community leaders. [Associated Press, 5/11/13] 

 

LA County Officials Worried About Cost Of Immigration Reform. From the Los Angeles Times: 

 

As Congress takes up immigration reform, Los Angeles County officials are voicing concerns that local 

taxpayers will be "left holding the bag" to pay for the brunt of healthcare and other services for the multitudes 

of immigrants who apply for citizenship. 

 

Local and state officials believe the overhaul bill will encourage those in the country illegally to come out of 

the shadows and turn to local services during the proposed 13-year-long pathway to citizenship. 

 

"The one thing that's really clear as day is that the federal government is going to be protecting itself against 

costs, and we're going to be left holding the bag," said Mark Tajima, an analyst with the county's chief 

administrative office. [Los Angeles Times, 5/12/13] 

 

Florida 

 
RNC Florida Hispanic Director Is Now A Democrat. From The Florida Nation: 

 

It doesn’t take much to see the culture of intolerance surrounding the Republican Party today. I have wondered 

before about the seemingly harsh undertones about immigrants and others. Look no further; a well-known 

organization recently confirms the intolerance of that which seems different or strange to them. 

 

Studies geared towards making – human beings – viewed as less because of their immigrant status to outright 

unacceptable claims, are at the center of the immigration debate. Without going too deep on everything 

surrounding immigration today, the more resounding example this past week was reported by several media 

outlets. 

 

A researcher included as part of a past dissertation his theory that “the totality of the evidence suggests a 

genetic component to group differences in IQ.” The researcher reinforces these views by saying “No one 

knows whether Hispanics will ever reach IQ parity with whites, but the prediction that new Hispanic 

immigrants will have low-IQ children and grandchildren is difficult to argue against.” 

 

Although the organization distanced themselves from those assertions, other immigration-related research is 

still padded with the same racist and eugenics-based innuendo. Some Republican leaders have blandly (if at 

all) denied and distanced themselves from this but it doesn’t take away from the culture within the ranks of 

intolerance. The pseudo-apologies appear to be a quick fix to deep-rooted issues in the Republican Party in 

hopes that it will soon pass and be forgotten. [The Florida Nation, 5/13/13] 

 

Utah 
 

Utah One Of Top 10 Federal Districts For The Prosecution Of Immigration-Related Offenses. From the Mercury 

News: 

 

Utah is one of the country's top 10 federal districts for the prosecution of immigration-related offenses, 

according to a new report. 

http://www.cbs8.com/story/22220561/immigrant-raid-rumor-fuels-fear-in-central-calif
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-la-worries-about-cost-of-immigration-reform-on-taxpayers-20130512,0,5030351.story
http://thefloridanation.com/?p=555


 

The study from a Syracuse University-affiliated research group shows that in the first six months of the 2013 

fiscal year, there were 135 cases of defendants charged with immigration offenses. 

 

That period stretches from October 2012 to March 2013. 

 

The Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse report shows Utah, which is an entire federal district, ranked 

13th a year ago. 

 

Five years ago, Utah came in the 11th spot, and 10 years ago it was ranked 14th. [Mercury News, 5/12/13] 

 

Anti-Immigrant Commentary 
 

David Frum Agreed That Heritage Report Is Correct But Opponents Attacked Messenger. From an op-ed on 

CNN.com: 

 

Perhaps the ultimate cost of legalization will be less than Heritage estimated: $4 trillion, say. Conceivably, the 

cost could be even higher. But it will be a cost, and it will be large -- nobody can gainsay that. 

 

Instead, critics respond with a non-sequitur: never mind the effects on government budgets, look instead at 

immigration's impact on the overall economy. The trouble for them, however, is that every reputable study -- 

headed by the most exhaustive of them all, the 1997 National Academy of Science study -- finds that the 

economic benefits of immigration are very small, fractions of a penny for each dollar of national income, with 

the largest share of those benefits captured by the immigrants themselves. 

 

But it's a basic rule of politics: If you can't disprove the message, you try to discredit the messenger. 

 

And one of Heritage's messengers sure enough proved discreditable. While work on the Heritage study was led 

by that think tank's welfare expert, Bob Rector, the heavy number-crunching was done by a recent Harvard 

Ph.D., Jason Richwine. Richwine believes in a racial hierarchy of intelligence, with Jews and East Asians at 

the top and blacks at the bottom. [CNN.com, 5/13/13] 

 

NumbersUSA’s Jeremy Beck: By Voting Down Sens. Cruz, Grassley Amendments, Senate Left “Amnesty-First 

Foundation Of The Bill In Tact.” From NumbersUSA: 

 

The Judiciary Committee markup of S. 744 exposed the Gang of Eight legislation as an amnesty-first bill. 

Given multiple opportunities to vote on amendments that would require concrete enforcement before illegal 

aliens could apply for legal status and work permits, the bill's sponsors voted "no" (see Chris Chmielenski's 

live blogging on the mark up). At the same time, they sent their chief spokesman, Sen. Rubio to Fox News to 

deceive the public. 

 

By voting down amendments from Senators Grassley and Cruz to require enforcement before the amnesty 

process would begin, the Senate Judiciary Committee left the amnesty-first foundation of the bill in tact. That 

is to say, as soon as Secretary Napolitano submits two plans (one to secure a border she has already deemed 

secure; another to say where she thinks fencing should be added) - as soon as those two plans are submitted, 

the bill would allow 11 million illegal aliens to apply for legal status, Social Security Numbers, and work 

permits to seek jobs alongside 20 million unemployed Americans. 

 

The enforcement-first amendments failed but Senators Grassley, Cornyn, and Sessions were able to expose the 

amnesty-first nature of the bill that the Gang of Eight's top spokesperson, Senator Rubio has desperately tried 

to hide from the public. His appearance Thursday on Fox News was a marked display of deception. 

[NumbersUSA, 5/10/13] 

 

FAIR Claimed Social Security Administration’s Analysis Of Immigration’s Impact On Social Security Is 

Flawed. From ImmigrationReform.com: 

http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_23227377/utah-among-top-states-immigration-cases
http://www.cnn.com/2013/05/13/opinion/frum-heritage-report-immigration/
https://www.numbersusa.com/content/nusablog/beckj/may-10-2013/rubio-deceives-public-amnesty-bill-again.html


 

Among the questionable assumptions underlying the SSA’s analysis is that the legislation would reduce illegal 

immigration and, thereby, result in a large increase in Social Security tax collections from both workers and 

employers. The estimate also contemplates a large increase in workers paying into the system as a result of 

new legal immigration measures. That flow of newly arriving immigrants is larger than the flow of formerly 

illegal workers joining the program, and, therefore, most of the projected increased contributions will come 

from new legal immigrants. 

 

The greatest deception, however, is that the projection does not extend to when those same workers begin 

receiving payments from SSA. Therefore, it ignores the fact that low wage workers – a large majority of illegal 

alien workers – withdraw benefits from the system in excess of contributions. Thus, if SSA were to project the 

impact of the amnesty legislation over a true “long-range” it would have to acknowledge that the impact would 

be negative. [ImmigrationReform.com, 5/13/13] 

 

FAIR Claimed Sen. Chuck Schumer Said Immigration Reform Bill Would Not Secure The Borders.  From 

ImmigrationReform.com: 

 

During last week’s Judiciary Committee mark-up of S.744, the Gang of Eight amnesty bill, Iowa Republican 

Chuck Grassley offered an amendment that would have required that our borders be secure for six months 

before the amnesty process could begin. 

 

Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), one of the Gang of Eight, took exception to Grassley’s amendment, arguing 

that the “amendment would set a standard that basically would delay, probably forever, any legalization, 

bringing people out of the shadows.” 

 

Grassley’s amendment was defeated 12-6, with Senators Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.), 

the two Republican members of the Gang of Eight who sit on the Judiciary Committee, voting against it. With 

that vote, and Schumer’s frank admission, went any pretense that S.744 is about preventing future illegal 

immigration. 

 

Under S.744, amnesty would begin six months from the day the president signs the bill. Border security would 

begin six months from never. [ImmigrationReform.com, 5/13/13] 

 

CIS’ Steven Camarota Supports Heritage Analysis Of “The Fiscal Impact Of Immigration.” From his op-ed in 

The National Review Online: 

 

The report’s lead author is Robert Rector, intellectual godfather of welfare reform. Rector finds that illegal-

immigrant households use about $55 billion more in services than they pay in taxes each year. Under the 

Schumer-Rubio bill, they would begin to get permanent legal status (green cards) in about ten years and would 

access more programs; then, the annual costs would balloon to $106 billion a year. The total fiscal costs over 

the lifetime of illegal immigrants, if they receive amnesty, would be $6.5 trillion. Some, even on the right, 

have criticized his analysis, but the basic findings are unassailable for reasons I will explain. [National Review 

Online, 5/14/13] 

 

 

In The Media 
 

Video/Clips 

Limbaugh: Heritage Immigration Study Co-Author's Work On Hispanics And IQ "Is Under Attack Because It 

Is Honest" 

 

Laura Ingraham Claims Immigration From Mexico Would Create U.S. "Hellhole" 

 

http://immigrationreform.com/2013/05/13/would-the-s-744-amnesty-benefit-the-social-security-system/
http://immigrationreform.com/2013/05/13/s-744-would-not-secure-the-borders/
http://www.nationalreview.com/node/348192?utm_source=E-mail+Updates&utm_campaign=b538db8b65-Support_for_Rector_s_Study5_14_2013&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7dc4c5d977-b538db8b65-45094209
http://mediamatters.org/video/2013/05/10/limbaugh-heritage-immigration-study-co-authors/194006
http://mediamatters.org/video/2013/05/10/limbaugh-heritage-immigration-study-co-authors/194006
http://mediamatters.org/video/2013/05/10/laura-ingraham-claims-immigration-from-mexico-w/193999


Limbaugh: Critics "Trash[ing]" Heritage Researcher For Saying Immigrants Have Lower IQ, But "They Don't 

Dispute That" 

 

Laura Ingraham: "Two-Tiered" Class System "Sits Better With Me" Than Immigration Reform 

 

Limbaugh: "I'll Support Amnesty, But They Can't Vote For 25 Years" 

 

 

Blog/Research 

Ted Nugent Proposes Treating Undocumented Immigrants "Like Indentured Servants" 

What The Handling Of Jason Richwine Says About Conservatism 

Heritage Can't Spin Away Its Anti-Hispanic Immigrant Author 

UPDATED: Heritage Report Author: Hispanic Immigrants May Never "Reach IQ Parity With Whites" 

 

http://mediamatters.org/video/2013/05/09/limbaugh-critics-trashing-heritage-researcher-f/193985
http://mediamatters.org/video/2013/05/09/limbaugh-critics-trashing-heritage-researcher-f/193985
http://mediamatters.org/video/2013/05/09/laura-ingraham-two-tiered-class-system-sits-bet/193983
http://mediamatters.org/video/2013/05/08/limbaugh-ill-support-amnesty-but-they-cant-vote/193963
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/05/13/ted-nugent-proposes-treating-undocumented-immig/194035
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/05/13/what-the-handling-of-jason-richwine-says-about/194027
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/05/10/heritage-cant-spin-away-its-anti-hispanic-immig/194009
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/05/08/heritage-report-author-hispanic-immigrants-may/193962

